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crack in modern science is a matter of clear grasp by every
child in India. At the same time, he was not bigoted or
narrow-minded ; his service in a place where his own language
is the spoken tongue gave him opportunities for illustrating and
even experimenting upoii some of his ideas of education; and,
above all, his office gave him a chance to live, because his
salary of Rs. 200 per month, though not wholly sufficient for
his needs, was the most that he ever got in his life, and further,
there were good chances for promotion in due course.

Gopalakrishnayya's stay at Rajahmundry was of lasting
significance to the public life of Andhra at least in one respect,
viz., of reviving the Burra Katha. Because, for teaching Andhra
History to his students, he would get a party of Jangams and make
them give a performance of either Bobbili Katha or Palnati Kafka.
His idea was that History was not a mere chronicle of events.
It is these folk songs that not only narrate the events of those
bygone times, but rouse our emotions of sympathy, appreciation,
patriotism etc., through sound and song, music and drum*
A class that would have been otherwise dull and insipid was
thus enlivened, and the characters of the bygone times were
brought back to re-live their experiences and enable the students
to imbibe their spirit and live with them so to say. Apart from
its value as * a method of teaching History % it stands to the
credit of Gopalakrishnayya to have contributed in no small
measure for the revival of this Burra Katha as a living feature
of every popular form of activity in the province, and nowadays,
there is no political party which does not maintain a Burra Katha
troupe for propagating its tenets.

But at the same time, there were two or three circumstances
which, in the long run, had conspired to oust him from this happy
position in life, before he was barely nine months at his post.

First of all, in this part of the world, the times were then out
of joint; and, in the college, as indeed everywhere all-round,
things were topsy-turvy. For at least sevenj hundred years India
had been a slave-land; and this long slavery has all but effaced our
Ideals and culture, while the existence of a Western,